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To the Right Ho- 


norable and Vertuous Laa/y, 


the Lady MARGARET, 
Counteſle of Cumber- 
land, Grace and 


Peace. 
Yo, 1 Ighi Honorable the 
M1 king dome of bheanen, 
NE | of Which the Scrip.. 


LEACERSS] trre fpeaketh /o off, 
is properl; a certamn: flate or con- 
dition, whereby Weſtand inthe fa- 
rwour and loue of God, inant by 
Chriſt. And this Kingdome 5: 
compared to a praine of Muſterd- 
ſeede,. to teach ws that a man is 
exen at that inſtant already entred 
into the king dome of Leanen, when 
the Lord that good Hutbandman 
bath cat but ſome hitle portion of 
faith or repentance ito the ground 
of the heart ; yea, thoughit be but - 


2. As 


The Epittle. 
4s ont Graine of Aſnſterd-feede, 
Of this little Graine I haue peyned 
this Treatiſe, in quantitie anſwe- 
rable thereto : and 1 now preſent 
the ſame to your Ladiſhip, notto 
ſupply your want, (for 1 hope you 
are fior:a With many Graines of 
this kinde ) but to perform: ſome. 
dutie on my part. Hoping there- 
fore that your Ladiſhip will reade 
and accept the ſame, I take my 
leaner, commending you to the bleſ- 
ſug and protettion of Almightie, 


Your Honours 


to command, 


W. Perkivs, 


habe d he» ca a adds. ed IE mn—_ 0071099 Pay werent 


DO 


DR 
A GRAINE OF 


MVSTERD-SEEDE 
OR, THELEAST 
meaſure of grace, that is, 
or can be eftecAuall 
to faluation. 


T is a very neceſſary point 

to bee knowne, What #5 the 

leaft meaſnre of Grace that 

can befall the true childe of 
Ged, lefjer then which, there ts no 
grace effetuall to ſaluation. For 
firſt of all, the right vnder- 
ſtanding of ;this point, is the 
very foundation of airue com- 
fort vnto all troubled and 
touched confciences. Second= 
ly, it is a notable meanes to 
/ OI {ure 


3 | AG rame 
ſtirre vp thankcfulneſſe in 


them that haue any grace at 
all ; when they ſhall in exami- 
nation of themſelues conſi- 


.der,, that they haue receiued 
of God the leaſt meaſire of 


grace or more. Thirdly, it 


will bee an.inducement, and a 


ſpurre vnto many careleſſe 
and vnrepentant perſons, to 
embrace the Goſpel, and to 
beginne repentance for their 


finnes; when they ſhall per- 


ceiue, and that by the word 


of God, that God accepts 
the very ſcedes and rudiments - 
of faith and repentance at 


the firſt , though they bee but 


in meaſure as a Graine of 


Muſterd- ſeede. Now then for 
opening and clearing of this 
point : I will fer downe 
hae Teucrall concluſions , mn 


fach 


of Maſterd-feede. . "0 
fach order as one ſhall con» 
firme and explaine the other, 


and one depend vpon the ©0- 
ther. - 


1. Concluſion. 


A man that doth bat beginne to 
bee connerted, is entn at that 
inſtent, the very child of Ged, 
though inwardly bee bee more 

| tres then Pirinal, 


The Expoſition. 


T Na man Aitemalibecon: 
XL fidered three things, the 
Tabſtance * of 'the body and 
ſoule, wherebf man is aid 


to conſiſt; the facul-ics pla» 
ced in the ſoule and exerciſed 
in the body, as vnderſtan+ 
ding,will, affections: the in- 
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SAC 
tegrity and puritie of the fa- 
culties, whereby they are con- 
formable-to the will of God, 

and beare his Image. And 
lince the fall of Adaw, man is 
not depriued of his ſubſtance 
or of the powers and facul- 
ties of his ſoule, butonely of 
the third, which the puri- 
tie, ,or_integritie of - nature. 
And therefore the conuerſion 
of a ſinner , whercof the con - 
cluſion ſpeaketh ; is not the | 


change of the ſabitance of 


man, or ofthe faculties of the 
ſole: but arenewing andre- 


holincf whith was .loſt by 
mans fail , with the abolifh- 
ment of tat naturall corrup- 
tion thar is in. all thepowers 
of the, ſoule. Tis 1s the 
works of God, and of God 

alone 


of Maftera. feede, 

atone , and that on this m2 
ner. Firſt of atl, when it plea. 

ſeth God to worke a ch. GE 
In any, he doeth it riot firtt in 
one part, then afterward 11 
another, as hee that repairos 
a decaied houſe by peece- 

meale : but the worke , both 
for the beginning , continu. 
ance, and accompliſhmenr, is 
in the whole man,\ and eucry 
part at orice , Hpechailyint!c 
minde, conſcience, will, and 
affeEions : aSonthecontrary, 


> When Ad» loft the image of 


God. hee loi! it in euery pact. 
Secondly, the conuerfion of a 
ſinner is »0t wrougkt all at 


one inftaur , bur in _contirn- 


ance oftiine : and thatby cer. 
taine meaſures and degrees : 
And a man is then m the 
firſt degree of his connection 

When 
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when the holy Ghoſt by the: 
meanes of the word , infpires 
him with ſome ſpirituall mo- 
tions, begines to regenerate 
and renew the inward pow- 
ers of his ſoule, and hee may 
in this caſe very fitly be com- 
pared to the night in the 
firſt dawning of the day, in 
which though the darkeneſſe 
remaine and be more mn qQuan- 
ritie then the light , yet the 
Gunne hath alreadie caſt fome _ 
beames of light into the ayre,.”* 


Whicrenpon wee tearme it the - 


breaking of the day.. Now 
then , the very point which I 
teach, is, thata man atthis in-. 


ſtant, and in this very ſtate, 


(God as yet having but layde 
certen beginnings of true con- 
uerfion in his heart) is the ve- 
ry child of God, and that ne 
EL _ onty 


of Mufterd-ſeede, | 

_ onely in the cternall- purpoſe 
of God ( as all the ele& are) 

but indeede by atuall adopti- 
on ; and this is plaine by a ma- 

nifeſt reaſon: There bee foure 
ſpeciall workes of grace in e- 
ery childe of God : his vnion 
with Chriſt, his adoption, in- 
{tification, & connerſion: and 


theſe foure are wrought all at © 
one inſtant, fo as for order of 


time, neither goes before, nor 
after other 3 and yct in regard 
of order of nature, vnion 


with Chriſt, Iuſtification, and 


adoption , goe before the 
'inward conuerfion of a fin- 


ner , it being the fruite and. 


effe& of all. Vpon this it 
followeth neceſfarily, that 
a ſinner in the very firſt a&t of 
his comerſion, is 1uſtified, a+ 
dopted, and incorporated 


into- 


_ OG 
into the myſticall body-of 


Chriſt. In the Parable of the 
prodigall fonne , the father 
with 1oy receiues his wicked 


childe; but when! furely when 


hee ſaw him comming a farre 
off, and when as yet hee had 
made no confeſsion or humi- 
liation to his father, bat « ne- 
ly had conceined with him- 
ſcife a purpoſe ro returne 
and to fay, Father I have 
ſinned agamſt heauen and a- 
aint thee, &c. And Paal 
aith of many of the Corin- 
thians, that hee could not 


 ſpeake vnto them as ſpirituall 


men,but as carnall, cuen babes 
in Chriſt, r, Corin.3.1, When 
Danid reprooued by Nathan 
did but begin to repent and 
to ſay, 1 haze firmed, p;eſently 
Nathan the Prophet of the 
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”v of Muſterd-ſeede, ” 
Lord faid, The Lord bath 1.5- 


ken away thy ſinne, Of this thing 
Daxid ſeemes to ſpeake of 3n 
the 32. Plal.v. 5. { {44 (that 
ts, I purpoſed and thought 
with my ſelfe) 1 will confeſſe a. 
gainſt my ſelfe mine nrig bteonſ. 
neſſe, andihou forgaueſt mine in- 


squities, Vpon theſe wordes. 


e17 ugxſt ine 1th ; e A arke, he 
Avet h not confefſe,but promijeth to 
confeſſe, and God forgin*th him, 
.Againe, There be ( ſaith hee ) 


three ſill bles, peccam, 1 haus 


formed f «nl from theſe three 


fillables the flame of a ſacrifice 


ard aicend into heanen before 
Goa, Chryſoſtome faith, Sy 
thou haſt ſinued : and thou haſ# 
loofed thy ſinne.. And Ambroſe 
faith : If be ſaid, 1 will confeſſe, 
and obtained pardon bifcre ves 
confeſſed, how much more When 
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| he bad confefſed, ſaying, 1 know 


mu1n*-iniquitie, Was bis finne par - 
| ' &oned? Gregory on this Pſal. 
| faith, Marke bew fpecailypardon 
| Comes, and how great ts the com- 
mendation of Gods mercy, inthat 
| pardon comes together With the 
| defire of confeſſion, and remiſſion 
comes to the heart, before confeſ- 

| fronbreake forth in ſpeech... 


TI. Concluſion. 
T he firit material beginnings of, 
| the connerſion of a ſouner, or the 
F ſmalleft meaſure of renewing. 
grace, haue the promiſes of this 
life, and the life to come. 


| The Expoſition, 


T He beginnings of con- 
L verſion muſt bee diſtin- 
guiſhed: fome are beginnings 

of 


| of Mnfterd-ſeede, 14 
of preparation, ſome begin- 
nings of. compoſition. Begin- 
nings of preparation are fuch 
as bring vnder, tame and ſub... 
due the ſtubbernnes of mans 
nature : without making any 
change at all; ofthis ſort are 
'the accuſations of the conſct- 
ence by the miniſterie of the 
Jaw, feares and terroursart- 
fing thence , compun&ion of 
heart, which isrhe apprehen- 
fion of Gods anger againſt 
-finne. Now theſe and the 
* like, Iexcinde 1n the conclu- 
ſion ; for though they goe be-. 
fore to prepare a ſinner to 
his connerſion following, yet 
are they no graces of God, 
but fruits both of che law, be- 
.ingthe miniſtery of death, as 
alſo of an accuſing conſci- 
ence.. Beginnings of: compo- 
ſition 
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fition I tearme all thoſe in- 


ward motions and inclinati- 
ons of Gods Spirit, that fol- 
low after the worke of the 
law vponthe conſcience, . and 
riſe vpon the meditation of 
the Goſpell , that promiſeth 
righteouſnefle and life euerla- 
ſting by Chriſt : out of which 
motion the conuerfion of a 
finer arifeth, and. of which it 
conliſteth :; what theſe are, it 
ſhall afrerward appeare. A- 
gaine, grace -muſt bec diſtin- 
gutſhed : it 15 twofold; reſtrai- 


' ning grace, Or reneaſng grace, 


Reſtraining grace, I tearme 
certaine common gifts of 
God, feruinr-onely to order 
and frame the outward con- 
verſation of wen to the Law 
of God, or feruing to bereaue 
men cf cxcuſc in the day. of 

indge- 


of Muſterd-ſeede, 13" 
wdgemen:, By this inde of 
grace,heathen men haue beene 
liberall, iuſt, ſober, valiant, and 
mercifyll. By it men living in 
the Church of God, have 
beene inlighten=d ,and hauing 
talted of the good word 
of God, haue retoyced there. 
in, and for a time outwardly 
contormed themielucs there- 
to.. Rencuing grace 15 not 
common-to all men, but pro- ' 
pertothe elect. and iti5 a gift 
of Gods Spirit , wherevy the 
corruption of a {ut 15 not 
only rcitrained,but 6:5 more 
tified, and the decayed: mage 
of God reſtored 13 11m ee 
Quſnes and true holines. Now 
then the concluſion muſt o:1ly 
bee vnderitood of the ſecond 
and not of the firſt - or 
though a man haue Acuer 1c 
mucty 
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much of this reſtraining 
grace, yet valeſſe he haue the 
Ipirit of Chrilt to create faith 
in the heart , and to ſanAihe 
him, he is as farre from ſalua- 
tion as another. Thus then 
the ſence and meaning ofthe 
concluſion 15 , that tneveric 
leaſt meaſure of fauing grace 
and the very beginning or 
ſeedes of regeneration doe - 
declaire, and after a ſortgine 
title to men of all themerct- 
full promiſes of God , whe-_ 
ther they concerne this lite or 
the life to come-and are ther- 
fore approoned ot God, if 
chey bee intruth ;& accepted 
as greater meaulures of grace. 
That which our Samour 
Chriſt faith of the worke of 
miracles, Math.17.20. fee 
hant faith 4s agraine of Ee Mn- 

fterd 


sf Mufterd-ſeede, 1s 
flerd-ſeede, ye ſhall ſay vnto this 
monntaine , remooue hence to 
ponder place , and it ſhall re- 
moore , mult by the law of e- 
quall proportion bee applyed 
to ſfaaing faith, repentance, 
the feare of God, and all o- 
ther graces; if they bce truely 
wrought 1n the heart , though 
they be but as ſmall as one Lt- 
tle graine of Muſterd-ſeede, 
they ſhall bee ſufficiently cfe- 
Ruall to bring foorth good 
workes, for which they arc 
ordained. The Prophet E/ay 
42. 3. faith, that Chriſt ſhaÞ 
wot quench the ſmoaking flax, 
nor breake the bruiſed reede. 
Let the compariſon bee mar- 
ked : fire in faxe muſt bee 
both little and weike inguan- 
titic as a ſpake or twaine, that 
cannot cauſe a flame, but en- 


ly 
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ly a ſmoake, ſpecially in a mat- 
ter ſocaſie to burne. Here then 
is ſignified , that the gifts and 
graces of Gods ſpirit, that are 
both for meaſure and ſtrength 
as a {parke or twaine of fire, 
ſhall not beenegleRed, bur ra- 
ther accepted and cheriſhed 


ble. _ td 


by Chriſt. When our Saut- 


our Chriſt heard the young: 
man make a confeſsion of a 
practiſe bur of outward and 
ciuill rightcouſneſſe, he looked 
vpn him «nd loued him, Marke 
10. 21. and when he heard the 
Scribe to ſpeake diſcreete- 
ly bat one good ſpeech, that 
to Ioue God with allthe heart 
1s above all facrifices, hee ſaid 
vnto him, T hat he was xot farre 
from the kingdome of Heantn. 
Therefore no doubt, hee will 
ioue with a more fpeciall 

loue 


"—_— Las. ated td 


of 7uſtera-ſeede, 15 


lone, and accept as the good 
ſabie&ts of his kingdome, 
thoſe that haue recemed a 
further mercy of God, to bee 


borne anew of water and the 
Spirit, 


q IT: Conclafion. 


ef PR Pe and earneſt deſire ts 
© bee reconciled to God, to be- 
l:eue, and to repem, f it bee 
m4 Tourbed heart, is #1 ac- 
ceptation With God, as recon- 
Ciliation, faith , Bangs it 


falſe 
T he Expoſition. 


Vitor defire is two- fold, 

, naturall,and ſapernatural. 
Naturall ts that whoſe begin- 
nings and obie& is in nature, 
that 
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that is, which ariſeth of the 


naturall will of man, and af- 


feteth tach things as are 
thought to bee good accor- 
ding to the light of nature. 
And this kinde of defire hath 


his degrees, yetſo as they are 


all limited within the com- 
paſſe of nature. Some defire 


* Riches, Honours, .Pleafures, 


fome learning and knowledge, 
becauſe it is the light and per- 
fetion of the minde : fome- 
goe further and ſeeke after the. 


- vertues of jnſtice,temperance,' 


liberalitie, &c. and thus many 
heathen men have excelled, 
Some againe defire true hap- 
pinefſe, as Balaam did, who 
wiſhed to die the death of the 
righteous : becauſe it is the 
propertie of nature to fecke 


the. preſcruation of it felfe. 


But 
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But here nature ſtaics it ſelfe 
for where the winde reucales 
not, the will affets not Su. 
pernaturall deſires, are fuch 
as both for their beginning 
andobicR, are aboue nature. 
For their beginning is from 
the holy Ghoſt ; and the ob- 
ie& or matter about which 
they are conerſant,arethings 
dinine and fſpirituall which 
concerne the kingdome of 
heauen : and of this kinde are 
the defires of which ſpeake 
in this place. Againe,that wee 
may-not bee decetued in our 
_— but may the better 


diſcerne them from flittering 
and fleeting motions, I adde 
three reſtraints. Firſt of all 
the defire of reconciliation. 
the deſire to beleeue, or the 
defire torepent, &c- muſt bee 
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20  AGrame 
conſtant and hane contiu- 
ance, otherwiſe it may iuſtly: 
be ſuſpeRed: Secondly,it muſt 
beearneſt and ſerious, though 
not alwaies, yet at ſometimes 
that wee may: bee abſeto fav, 
with Dauid, My foule defi- 
xeth after thee O Lord, as the 
thirſty land:and, As the H art 
braieth after the riners of v/a- 


' ter, ſo panteth my ſouleafter 


thee O God, my ſoule thir- 
ſterh for God , cuen the h-. 
ning God ; Thirdly, It muſt 
bee 11 A rouched heart ; for 
when a man 1s touched itt 
conſcience , the heart is calt » 
and (as -much as 1t 
can (it withdraws it ſafe frons 
God. For this cauſe, if then - 
there bee any fpiritnall moti- _ 
ons whereby the heart-is hift 
Yume God, they are with* 
out © 


_—— —@D— 
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hentead 
et at amd 


of Multerd-ſerde, ox 


out doubt from the Spirit of 


' God. Thusthen I anouch, that 


the defire of reconciliation 
with God in Chriſt, is recon- 
ciliation it felfe : the defireto 
beleene,is faith indeed : & the 
deſire to repent , repentance 


 1t ſelfe. But marke how. Ade- 


fire tobe reconciled, isnot re- 
conciliation in nature (for the 
defire is onething, and-recon- 
Ciliation is another) but mn 


.. Gods acceptation : for if wee 
| being touched throughly for 


our finnes, doedeſire to have 
them pardoned,. and to be at 
one with God , God accepts 
ys as reconcilkd.. Againe,de- 


_* fre to belceene, it is not faith 


in nature , but onely in Gods 
acceptation , God accepting 
the will for the deede. Thar 


this doRrine is the will and | 


B.. word. 
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word of God, it appeares by 
theſe reaſons. Firſt of all, God 
hath annexed a promiſe of 


blefſedneſle,, and of life euer- 


laſting, to the defireof grace, 
Math. 5. Blefſed are they Which 
bunger and thirſt- after righbte- 
ewſneſſe, for they ſhall bee ſatisfie 


Joh.7. 28. If any man thirſt, let 


57. come to mee, and drink: 
Repel. 21. / will giue vnto him.” 
which is a thirſt of the well of the 
Water of life freely, Now whar- 
1s this tothirſt ? properly it is 
when wee are inadronght or 
drinefſe, and want drivke to 
retreſhvs, anddefireir. And 
therefore by alireſemblance, 
they are ſaid to -thirlt after 
righteouſneſſe, that want it, 


and would faine haue it. And 


they thirſt after Chriſt, that 
feele themſelues out of _ 
: an 


of Mnſfterd-ſeede, 23 + 
and defire, yea long after the 
blood of Chriſt, that they 
might bee refreſhed” with it 
in their confciences. Here 
then wee ſee,that the defire-of 
mercie, in the want of mercie, 
is the obtaining of mercie ; 
and the deſire to beleeue in 
the want of faith, is faith. 
Marke then : though as yet 
thou want firme- and linely 
grace, yet art thon not alto- 
gether voide of grace, if thou 
canſt ynfainedly defire it, thy 
deſire is the ſecede, concepti- 
on, or bud of that which thou 
wanteſt, Now ts the fpring 
time of the ingrafted word, 
or the immortall ſeede caſt in- 
tothe furrowes of thy heart : 
waite but a while, viing the 
goud meanes to this <1 ap- 
pointed , and thou ſhalt. ſee 
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- the leanes blofſomes and fruite 


will ſhortly follow after.. Se- 
condly, the deſire of any good 
thing is accepted of God, as 
the limely inuocation of his 
holy name, Pal. 10. Ged hea- 
reth the deſire of the poore. Pal. 
145. He will fulfill the deſire of 
them that feare him. When 
eoſes ſaid nothing, but one - 
ly defired in; heart the helpe 
and proteQtion of God at the 
red ſea, the Lord faid vnto 
him, Why cryeſt thou vnto 
me? Exed.14.15. And when 
wee know not to pray as wee. 


_ ought, Paul ſaith, that the 


ſpirit maketh requeſt by the 


" 1award groanes of the heart, 


Rom. 8, 26- Hence I gather, 
that when a manin his weake- 
nefle prayers with ſighes and 
groanes, for the gitt of a lue- 


ly. 
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of Muſterd-ſeede, 2x5, 
iy faith, the want whereof hee 
findes in himſelfe., his very 
paryer on this manner made, 
isastruely in acceptation with 
God, as a prayer made in a 
lively faith. And here- it is 
further to bee conſidered, that 
Paul calles theſe groanes vn- 
ſprakeable, and why 2 Of moſt 
interpreters they are thought 
to bee vnſpeakeable by reaſon 
of their greatneſfe, and this 
_* F will not demie : 1t feemes 
"neuertheleſle that they are 
ſo tearmed by reaſon of 
their weakeneſſe, for they 
are commonly ſmall, weake, 
and confuſed in the hearts ot 
Gods children when they 
are diſtrefſed:: and the words 
following ſeeme to import 
thus much : for when it had 
beene faid that Gods Spirit in 
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vs makes requeſt withproanes 


not to bee vttered: ſome man 


might haply reply and fay, If 
ee cannot diſcerne and: vtter 


thcſe groancs in our ſelues, 
what are wee the better ? Paul 
acides therefore,that although 


we knownot, yet God a ſear- 


cher of all things hidden in 


the heart, knowes the minde 


and meaning of the fpirit. 
An:-thus the wordes yet-fur- 
ther 2fFoard a comfortable:1n- _ 
fir:i&ion im the children of 
God, namely, that being in 
diſrefſe, whether in lite or 
cath, it by grace wee:Can but 
Get, or fob vnto-God, though 
i: e weake and feeble, like 
t!:c faint pulſe -in the trme of 
death; wee, or the Spirit of 
Godin vs, doe indeede make 
requeſt vato God that fhall be 
heard, 


of Muſterd-ſeede, 7 
heard; yea, (as the words are } 
wee doc more then make re- 
queſt : and though we doe not 
alwaies fec what 'Gods'Spirit 
makes vs to ſigh after, yet 


God doth. To the teſtimony. 


of Scripture , Iaddetheteſti- 
monies of godly and learned 


men, not to procue the do- 
Arine inhand ; but to ſhewa 


conſent, and to prooue thus 
much, that the thing which 1 
AuUOUCH 1S NO prinate phanta - 
ſte of any man. - Eft (faith 
Ambroſe of God) hee reconci. 
lea, (6b) if bebe inſtantly intrea- 
red, Auguſtine ſaith, Lt th 
deſire bee before bim, and thy fa- 
ther which ſeeth in ſecret ſhall 
reward thee openly : for thy de- 

ſire ts thy prayer, and if thy deſire 
bee rontinuall, thy prayer 15 con. 
 ramasll, Hee addes further in 
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the ſame place, that the deſire 
# 4 continual voice, and thecrie 
of the heart, and the inward in- 
Kocation of God, which may bee 
made without intermiſſion. A- 
gaine, To deſire the helpe of 
grace u the beginning of grace. 
Againe : (4 T ke whole life of a 
"FXP®. reed Chriſtian , i an holy will 
Epiſt.loh& ; Fg 
maft,s, Aud defire, eAnd that which 
cap,%, tha deſireſt, theu ſeeſt not + but 
by defiring, art (as it were) iular- | 
ged and made capable, that when 
it ſhall come which thon{pait 
Hom. of ſ#e, then maiſt bee filed, Baill 
bunifitie faith, Onely thou mnbt will, and 
| God will come of bis oWne ac- 
> Sub. cord.(b) Bernard faith; What, s 
a ot deſire a voice? Yea 4 werie 
vs ffrong woice. God heareth the 
 Alefire of thepoore ; and 4 con- 
 tinnall defire, thungh wee Sþtake 
nothing, ts 4 voice continued 
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| (a) Luther faith, Chriſt & then Toingg. 
ral; Omnipotent, and then true-page134 


ly raignes tmvs, when wee are ſo 
weake, that weecan fcarce gine 
ny grone, For Paul faith, that 
one ſuch groane is a \ſtron 


crie in the cares of God, fil- *;þ1\,fol. 
ling both heauen and earth 156, 


* Apaine, ery few know, how 
Me and ſmall faith and hope 
i, vnder the croſſe,and in tewp- 
fation.' For it appeares, theu to 
bee 48 ſmoaking flaxe , whicha 
good blaſt of winde would per- 
ſently pur out : but ſuch as be- 


leene in theſe combates and ter- 


Yours, againſt hope, vnder bope, 
that ts, oppoſing thewſclues by 
faith in the promiſe of Chriſt, a- 
gaeine the feeling of ſiune, and 
the wrath of God, doe finde af- 


ter ward that this little Farke of 


faith (as it appeares to veaſos 
which 
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which hardly percenieth ut ) 14 
peradnenture as. the whole ele- 
went of ' fire which filled all |\ 
beanen, and ſwalloweth wp all 


300% The more wee finde our Vniver- 
thinefſe,. and the leſſe wee finde 
the promiſe to belong wnto v1, 
the more muſt wee dire them, 
beeing aſſured that this defire 
doth greatly pleaſe Goa, who 
deſireth and willeth that bis | 
grace ſhould bee earneſtly de(i- + 

red. The doth faith, which 

indgeth ita precions thing, and 
therefore greatly hungreth and 
thirſte:h after it , and (0 0b- 
taines it, For God # delighted 
to fil the hungrie with pgocd 
things,and to ſend the rich emptie 
away. (a) Theodore Bezaſaith, 
If thou finde not thine heart inq 


«Reſp.ad 
ARaCol. 
loq Mon- 


pel, wardly tonched, pray that "ow 
; Hi | ee 


of 1{ufterd-feede, 37x 

be touched : for thou then nul} 
know that this deſire i 4 pledge | 

of the fatvers Will tothee, Kem- 
ricins faith ; When ] bane a good Locor. | 
ae,re, though it ave ſcarcely fhew compor-t | 
it {elfe un ſors little and ſl:nder _— 
ſieh, 1 muſt bee aſſured that 18 
ſpirit of God ts prejent * and. wer-- ' 
keth bis good Works, Vifinus Cateckify | 
ſaith , Faith in the mot boly 
men in thi life, is imperfett and 
| Weake. Tet neuertheleſſe, Whoſo= 
". ener feeles in hy heart an ear- 
weſt defire, and a ſiriuing againſt 
, bis naturall aoubtings, both cav, 
and muſt aſſure vimſel{e that hee | 
' #8 ended With true fanh, A> f 
 gaine, Wick-d men doe not de- | 
fre the grace of the holy Spirit, 
whereby they may reſi} ſine, 
e1ni therefore they. are -mſity 
deprized of 4t : for he that ear- 
neftly aefireth the holy Gho5F,, 
bath 
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0-08 | hath ﬆt alreaty © becauſe this 
i119 deſire of the ſhirit cannot be but 
| from the ſpirit : as it is ſaid, 
Bl-fſed are they that bunger 
end thirſt after righteouſneſs, 
61 for they ſhall bee ſatwfied. 
 'Epiſtleto Bradford faid. Thy ſinner are 
| Carcleſle ondeubredly pardoned , &-6.. for 
| God hath ginen thee 4 peni- 
tent and beleening heart : that 
is , an heart Which defireth to 
repent and beleeue : for ſuch an 
one i taken of lym (be accepting 
the will for the deede ) for 4 pe- 
it þ ment and beleening heart in 
bY f Rooks * _ he __, — faith 
[if | _ the marks. ya4y. bee ſo ſmall. ani Weake, 44 
(118 wr Freon ra fog get bring foorth. 
7 Fay fruites that may be linely felt of 
IM. ! vs, but sf they which fecle thems- 
v9 WE ſelues in ſuch eſtate, deſire 10 
hane theſe feelings ( namely of 
Gods fanour and loe- ( if they 
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PR of HMufterd.feede. 
aihe them «t Gods bands by 
| prayer «this deſire and prayer are 


teftimonies that the Spirit of 


God i in them, and that they 
bane faith already: for, ts ſuch 


a deſire 4 ſruit of the fleſh or of 


the fpirit ? It ts of the holy Spi- 
rit, Who bringeth it ſoorth oncly in 
ſuch as hee dwels in, &c,. T hen 
theſe boly deſires and prayers be- 
ing the motions of the holy Ghoſt 
in v1, are teflimouics of our 
faith, althongh they ſeeme to v4 
ſmall and Weake, As the Woman 


that feeltth the mooning of 4 


childe in- ber bodie, though very 
weake, aſſureth hey ſelfe that ſhee 
hath conctined, and that (hee go- 
th with a line childe. So, if we 
haut theſe mations, theſe boly af< 
fritions and deſires before men- 
11oned, It vs net donbt, but that 
we bane the bely Ghoft) Who 14 
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the anthony of them ) dwelling in 
vs , and conſequently that wee 
baue alfo faith, Againe, hee 
faith : firſt , If thou haſt be. 
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gunne to hate and flie ſinne, 2, 1f \ 


thou feeleſi that thou art aiſþlea- 
fed at thy infirmities and cor 
ruptions; 3. If baning offended 
God thou feeleſt a griefe, and a 
forrow for it ; 4; If thou deſire 
zo abſtaine: 5. If thow anoidef} 
the occaſions; 6. If thor tra- 
welleft to doe thy endeanony + 7, 


If then prayeſt to God to gine 


thee grace ::eAll theſe bily of- 
feftions proceeding from none 0- 
ther then from the ſpirit of God 
ought to bee ſo mary pledges and 


teſiimonies , that hee is 1 thee. 


Pial,6, Maſter Knoxe faith , e1lbere 


Jour pames ſometimes be fo boy» 
rible, that you finde no releaſe 
wor corifort,, neather in iþi- 
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of Muſterd-ſeede, 35 
rit nor body, get if thy beart can 
only ſob unto God, deſpaire nut, 
you- ſhall obtaine yorr hea» ts de- 
fire. eAnd diſtitute you are not of 
faith: for at ſuch a time a4 the 


fleſh, naturall reaſov, the law of 


Goa, the preſent torment, the di- 

u'll at once doecrie,. God ts an- 
BY) a. and therefore,, there 1d ntie 
ther helpe nor rewedie to bee bo- 
ped for at his hands :.at ſuch tins 
I ſay, to ſobbe to God: # 
the demonſtra:ion of tbe ſecres 
feed of God, which &« hidden in 
Gods eleck Children + andibat 
onely ſobbe, * vnto God a more 
acceptable ſarrifice, then without 
thit crojſe, to gine our bedtes to 
bee burnt , euen for the Truthes 
ſ+ke. More teſtimonies might 
bee alleadged, but theſe ſhai! 
{uffice. | 


Againſt. this poime of Do- 
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26 A Graime 
Arine,it may bealledged,that 
xf defite to beleene in onr 
weakeneſle be faith indeede ; 
then ſome are :uſtifed,: and 
may bee ſaued wars -- line- 
p apprehenſion and full per- 
eqtion of Gods mercie 1n 
Chriſt. An. Tuſtifying faith 
in regard of his nature, is al- 


wayes one and the ſame , and 


the cflentiall property there- 
of, 1s, to apprehend Chriſt 
with his benefits, and to af- 
fire the very conſcience 
thereof, And therefore with 
out ſome apprehenſion & aſ- 
furance there canbee no witi- 
fication or faluation in them 
that for age are able to be- 
lecue. Yet there bee certaine 
degrees and meaſures .oftrue 
faith, There isa ſtrong faith, 
which cauſeth a full appre- 


henſion 
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of Muſterd. ſrede. 37 
henſion and perſwaſion of 


Gods mercy in Chriſt. This 


meaſure of faith the Lord 
vouchfafed Abrahams, Da- 
wad, Paulz, the Prophets, A- 
poltles, and Martyrs of God. 
It were a blefled thing if all 
beleeners might attaine vnto 
this height of liucly faith, to 
fay with Parl, I amperſwa- 
ded, that neither life, nor 
death, nor any thing elfe ſhall 
bee able to ſeparate vs from 


the loue of God in Chriſt: but 


all cannot , therefore there 
is another degree of faith 
lower then the former , and 
yet truc faith,called a little or 
wezke faith, andit alſobath 
apower to apprckend and ap-- 
ply the promiſe of faluation, 
but as yet by reaſon of weak- 
nes, it is infolded (as it "oy 
an 
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and wrapt 'vp'in the heart, as 
the kafe and bloſſome 1n the 
bud. For ſuch perſons as have 
this weake faith, can ſayan- 
deed, that they beleeue their 
ſinnes to bee pardoned, and 
that ſerionſly in their hearts 
they deſire to have them par- 


.doned ; but as yet they cannot 


fay, that they are without 
all doubt pardoned: And yer 
the mercy of God is not wan- 
ting vato them. For 1n that 
they doe, and candelire, and 
endeauour to apprehend, they 
doe indeede apprehend, God 


accepting the defire to doe 


the thing for the thing done. 
This which I ſay will the bet- 
ter appeare, if the grounds 
thereof bee conſidered ' Faith 
dath not iuſtifie in reſpeR of 


_ it ſelfe, becauſe it is anati- 


On 
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of Mnſterd-eede. 29 


On or vertue : or becauſe it ts 
ſtrong, lively ,and perfect : but 
in refpe& of the obic& there- 
of ; namely Chriſt crucified, 

' whom faith appre hendeth, 

as hee is ſet foorth vato vs in 
the word and Sacraments. It 


is Chriſt that is the authour - 


and matter of our Tuſtice, and 
it is hee that applicth the me 
vnto vs : as for faith in vs, it 
is but an in{trument to appre- 
hend and recelue that which 
Chriſt for .his part offereth 
and 'giueth. Therefore , if 
Faith, erre not in his proper 
obie&, but follow the pro- 
miſe of God, though it doe 
but weakely apprehend, Or At 
the leaſt cauſe a man onely 
to indeauour and defire to 
apprehend, it 15 true £41: and 
iuſtifieth, Though our ap- 

prehenſion 
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prehenſion bee neceſſary, yet 
our faluation ſtands rather in 
this, rhat God apprehends vs 
for his owne, then that wee 
apprehend him for ours. 
Pbil. ;. verſe 12. And rather 
inthis, that we-are knowne of 
him, then that weeknow harms. 
Gal. o 4+ 9. | 
Ont of this concluſion forings AriQe 
ther mat tobe omitted, that-God 
acceptes the indeanour of the 
whole man to obey, for perfeli 
obedience it /clfe, 
Hat is, if-men endea- 
uvour to pleaſe Godin all 
things, God will not wudge 


thcir doing by . the rigonr of 


his law : bat will accept their 
little and weake endeauour,to 
doe that whiciy they can doe 
by his grace , i as if they had 
perfe@ly fulfilled the laakl But 


here 
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of Muſterd-ſeede, a1 
{ here remember, I put this 
1 Caueat; that-this endeanour 
{ muſt bee in and by the whole 
1 man, the very minde, con- 
q ſcience, will, and affeRions, 
{ doing that which they cati in 


their kindes : and thus the 


endeauour to obey, which is 
a fruite of the ſpirit, ſhall bee 
diſtinguiſhed from ciuill righ- 
teouſneſſe, which may bee in 


_ Heathen men, and is onely in . 


| the outward, and not in the 
inward man. Thetrueth of the 
 conclufion appeares by that 


which the Prophet e 11 alachie Mal. 3.17 


faith, that God will ſpare them 
'that feare him, as a Father 
ſpares his childe : who accepts 
the thing done, as well done, 
if the childe ſhew his good 
will to pleaſe his Father, and 
to.doe what he can, 
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42 ER A Grame : 
ITI1. Conclufion, 


To ſee and feele in our ſelues the 


Want of any grace pertaining 
to Saluation, and to be priened 
therefore : ts the grace ut ſelfe, 


T he Expoſition. 


K- 7 Nderſtand this concluſt- 

Y onas the former, namely 
that griefe of the heart for the 
want of any grace neceflarie to 
falvation,is as much with God. 
as the grace it ſelfe., 

When being indiſtreſſe, we 
cannot pray- as wee overt; 
God accepts the very gruans, 
ſobbes, and ſighes of the per- 
plexed heart, as the prayer it 
ſelfe, Row. 8. 26, Whenwee 


are gricued becauſe we cannot. 


be grieued for our ſinnes, itis 


a degree and meaſure of god: 
» y . 
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of Muſterd-ſeede 41 
ly ſorrow bcfore God, Aus 
ouſtine. faith well : Ssmetimes 
our prayer i lnke-warm, 07 r4- 
ther cold ana almoſt no prayer : Com , 1, 
nay ſometime it 4s altogether: no 1.2d 
prayer 4t all, and yet wee can Simplici, 
with priefe perceine this in our 6: 
ſelnes : for if wee can but orieue 
becauſe wee cannot pray, wee now 
pray indeede, Hicrome faith, 
Then wee are inſt when wee doe 
 Arruowledpe our ſelues to bee [711m 
' ers: Apaine, "This « the true 
wiſedome of man, to know him- 
ſelfe to bre imperfett. eAnd(roet 
1 may ſo ſpeake) the perfeiron of 
all inf? men 1m the fleſh is imper» 
fett : Auguſtine againe faith, 
That the vertue which 75 now [jb , 
ina tuft man: t thus farre forth covira 
perfett, that wnto the pe: feth;.. Pelagi- 
on thereof, there belongs atrue *%* 
 acknowlearement,” and an _ 
le 
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ble confeſſion of the imperfeftion 
thereef. A brokenandcontrie 
heart after an offence, _ is as 
much with G OD, as if there -- 
had beene no offence at all. 
And therefore ſo ſoone as 
'Dawid after his grienionsfall, 
12 heavineſſe of heart, con- 
filed his finne , faying in ef- .. 
fe&t bur thus much, / hene 

' finned , the Lord pronoun- 
ccth the pardon of his ſinne. 


in heauen , and. that. preſent- 
ly. | 
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Y. Concluſion... 


He that bath begunne ts ſubieh 
bimſclfe toe Chriſt and bu 
word , though as.yet hee bee | 
sgnorant in moſt points of re. * 
tegion , yer if hee hae care to_ 
increaſe m knowledge, andts 
pra... 
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f4ſe that which bee knoweth 
vs ** ACCep ted of Gol 44 "w'true 
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d Vndrie- perſons-by the E- 
lifts, are ſad to be- 
leeue, which had onely feetie 
the miracles'of Chriſt, and as 
yet had madeno further pro- 
edings-but to acknowledge 
Chriſt "the Meſbias, and 
ro-ſubmir' themſelues to him 
and higdoQtrine, which after- 
ward' ſhould bee eauigtit. On 
this manger, the-:Woitjan- of 
Samarhi beleened; and many 
of the: Samaritans vpon - Heb 
report: andaeettaine riſer, by 
reaſdn of a:miracle weoiight 
'vpon his' ſonne, is hid #6 be- 
leene; and all his houſhold. 
| hin 4-42. 52... When QarSa- 
C ujour- | 


__ 
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uiour Chriſt commended the 
faith of the Apoſtles, terming 
it a rocke, againſt which the. 
gates of hell ſhould not pre- 
uaile, it was not the plentifull 
knowledge of the doctrine of 
faluation: for they were i1gno- 
rant of many articles of faith, 
as namely of the death, reſur- 
reQion, aſcenſion, and. king- _ 
dome of Chrilt -: but becauſe 
they beleened him-ro-bee the 
ſonne of God, and the Satiour 
of mankinde ,- and, they had 
withall refolned themſelues- 
to, cleaue vnto.him., 2nd the 
bleſſed. dotrine af. Gljation, 
which hee taught, though. as: 
yet they were ignorant inma- 
ny pos. | The holy Ghoſt 
commended the faith. of : Re- 
bab , when ſhee: received the 
Thies « Naw this.berftaith was: 

| hy. 
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of Muſterd-ſeede, ay 
indeed but a feede and begin: 

ning of lively faith : for then 
ſhee had onely heard of the 
miracles done in Egypt, and 
of the deliuerance of the 11- 
raelites, and was thereupon 
ſ\mitten with feare, and had 
conceived a refolution with 
her {elfe, to joyne her ſelfeto 
the Ifraclites, and to worſhip 
the trae God, Now theſe and 
the like, are tearmed belee- 
ners , vpon iuſt cauſe : for 
thongh they bee ignorant as 
yet, yet their ignorance fhall 
bee no continuing or laſting 
1gnorance : and they hane ex+ 
cellent ſcedes.of grace, name- 
Iy,a purpoſe of heart to cleave 
to Chrift, anda care to profit 
inthe dodrine of ſaluation, 
whereof they hane ſome little 
knowledge. | 
C's VI. 
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The foreſaide beginnings of 
Lrace areconmerfeit , wnleſſe 


 thejsnoneaſe, 
| The Expoſition, | 


"He wickedneſſe of mans. 
_& nature, and the depthof 
hypacrifie 1s ſuch, thata man 
may. and can eaſily transforme 
himſelfe into the: counterfeit 
and reſemblance of arly grace 

of GOD, Thercfore: I put 
downe in this:laſt conclufon. 

acertaine note., whereby:the 

gifts of God may bee diſcer- 

ncd, namely, thattheygrow 

vpand increaſe, as thegraine 

of Muſterd& ſecede, to agreat 

«ce, and beare fruit anſwera-- 
bly. The grace inthe on 

E 
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like the graine of Muſterd- 
ſecede intwo things. Firſt,it is 
ſinall to ſee to, at the begin- 
ning -: Secondly, after 1t is 
caſt into the ground of the 
heart, it increaſeth ſpeedily, 
and ſpreades it ſelfe. There- 


fore, if a man atthe firſt have 


but ſome little feeling of his 
wants, ſome weake and faint 
defire, ſome ſmall obedience, 
hee mult not let rhis ſparke of 
grace goec out, buttheſe mot1- 
ons of the ſpixit muſt bee 1n- 
_ creaſed by the vt of the 
word,Sacraments;and prayer: 


and they muſt daily bee ſtirred 


vp by meditating, endeanou- 
ring,ſtriuipg, asking, ſecking, 
knocking, 'The Maſter del 
uering his T alcntsto tis ſer- 
uants, faich vnto them; Oc- 
cupie: tall. I come , and not 

oe Ho - 
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hide in the earth, £atth. 25+ 
16. Pavl victh an excellent 
ſpeech to T #ethie : I exhort 
thee to ſtirre vp the-gift of 
God which is in thee ; namely, 
as fire is ſtirred vp by often 
blowing , and putting to of 
wood : 2. Timeth.1.6. As for 
ſuch motions of the heart 
thatlaſt fora weeke, or a mo- 
neth, and after vaniſh away, 
they are not to bee regarded : 
and the Lord by the Prophet 
O/ea complaineth of them, 
ſaying, O Ephraim; thy righte- 
onjneſſe is hke the morning dew, 

Chap. 6. | 
Therefore conſidering, that 
orace, vnleſſe it bee confirmed 
and exerciſed, is indeede no 
grace ; I will here adde cer- 
taine rules of direion, that 
wce may the more eaſily put 
in 
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practiſe the ſpirituall Exbe» 
ct off innocation, faith, and 
repentance : : and thereby ' alſo 
quicken. and renive the ſtedes 
ard begintiings of grace. 
F-. -t- whit place"fo ecuer 
thou art , whether alone or a- 
broad, by dayor by night, and 
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whatſocuer thou' att. doing, 
ſer thy ſelfe inthe reſence of 
God? ler this per waſion at- 
wayes takeplace'in thy heart, 
that thou. art before the linint 
God: and do thy endeuor,that 
this "petfiwaſion may finite 
thy heart with awe and'reue- 
rence, and make thee afraide 
to ſinne. This counſell the 
Lord pattie Abraham Gen.17.1. 
Walke before me, and be vpright, 
- This thing alſo was pra- 
. Qiſed by Fuck, who for this 
caulo is aid to walks with Gol, 
C 4 @ Ec 


"fn, 


2 Eftceme of every. Dre- | 
{nt day, asof the day of thy _ 
death ; ; and therefore live as 
tho hthon were dying, an 
doe thoſe good duties cuery 
day that thou wouldeſt doe, 
if thou were dying. This is 
Chriſtian watchfultieſſe, and 
remember i its. 
| -3t- "Make Catalogues and 
billes of thine owne finnes, 
_ efpecially of thoſe ſinnes that - 
haye moſt diſhonored Go 
and wounded thine ownecon- 
ſeience : (et Fen before thee 
often, eſpecially. then, when 
thou haſt any particular oc- 
caſion of reneuing thy re- 
pentance, that thy heart by 
this dolefull Ys. may bee 
farther humble 
Danids pradtiſe, o \ When hee 
wal LA had 'WAYES , wk 
; turne: 


bis was | 


of Miiſterd-ftede. 52. 


' turned his feeteto Gods come 
| mandements. Plalme 11 9.57, 


And when hee confeſſed the 
firmes of his youth. Pfal: 25. 
This was Jobs pra@iſe, when 
hee ſaid he was not able to an- 
fwere one of athouſand of kis 
fines viito God. Iob 9.1. 

4 When thou firſt opes 
nefl thine eyes in a morning, 
pray to God, and give him 


' thankes heartily ; : God then 
ſrl have his honour': : and thy 
heart ſhall bee the better for 1t 


the whole « x Ribwing 

For wee ſee in experience, 
that veſſels keepe. long the 
taſt of that liquor wherewith 
they ate firſt ſeaſoned; And 
when thoulieſt downe,letthac 


| bethe laſt alſo;for thou know- 
eſt not, whether thou being 


fallet aflcepe, ſhalt cucr riſc 
againe 


54 A Grant | 
againe aline. Good therefore - 
it is, that thou ſhouldeſt giue 
yp thy ſelfe into the hands of - 
God whilft thou art waking, | 
5 Labour to ſee and feele | 
thy ſpirituall ponerty, that is, 
toſce the want of grace in thy 
ſelfe, eſpecially thoſe inward 
corruptions , of vanbeleefe, 
pride, {clfe-loue, & Ce Labour | 
to be diſpleaſed with.thy felfe: 
and labour to feele, that by 
reaſon of them thou {tandeſt 
in neede of euery drop-of the 
blood of Ch:iſt to heale and -- 
 clenſe thee from theſe wants : 
and let this praiſe take ſuch 
flace with thee , that if thou 
ce demanded what in thine 
eltimatiqn is the vileſt of the 
creatures vpon earth ? thine 
heart and [conſcience may 
auſyere witha loud voyce, 7, 
T's erect 
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of Muſterd:feede, <r 
ewen 1, by reaſon of mine ownt 
finnes : and againe, if thon bec 
demanded what is the beſt 
thing in the world for thee, 
thy heart and conſcience may 
anſwere againe with a ſtrong 


and loud crie, One droppe of the - 


blood of” Chrift to waſh away my 
fines, 

6- Shew thy ſelfe to bee a 
member of Chriſt, and a ſer= 
uant of God, not onely in the 
generall calling of a Chriſti. 
an, but alſo in the particular 
calling, in which thou art pla« 
ced, It is nothipg for a magi- 
ſtrate to bee a Chriſtian man, 


buthee muſt alfo bee a Chriſti- 


an magiſtrate: it is not enough 


for a maſter of a family to bee 


2 Chriſtian man or a Chriſtian 
inthe Church, but hee muſt al- 


and 


noe Ire BF4 pa oe oepremoginaeryyerroneygqmynnrorecey oroygrrer yg b , 
TAPS, , 


bee a Chriſtian in tus family 


i 
| 


andiin thetrade which heefol- 
loweth daily. Not euery one 
that is a common hearer of 
the word, anda frequenter of 
the Lords table, is therefore 
a good Chriſtian, vnlefle his 
conuerfation in his private 
houſe, and-in his priuate af- 
faire and dealings be ſutable; 
There, is a man to bee ſeene 
what he 1s. ' 

7 Search the Scriptures, 
to ſee what is ſinne, and what 
is not ſinne, in every ation: 
this done, carry in thy heart 
a conſtant and refolute pur« 
poſe, notto ſinne in any thing : 
for Faith and the: purpoſe of 
fanning can neuer ſtand toge- 
ther. NT 

8 Letthine endeauour bee 
fitable to thy purpoſe : and 
therefore doe nothing at any 

time 


of Muſterd-ſeede. hrs 
time againſt thy conſcience, 
rightly enformed by the 
word : exerciſe thy ſelfe to ef 
chew enery ſinne, and to obey 
God in euery one of his com= 
mandements, that pert ine ei- 
ther to the generall calling of 
a Chriſtian, or thy particular 
calling. Thus did good lofizs 
who turned vnto God with 
all his heart, according to «ll 
the lawe of Moſes, 1. King. 
23. 25. and thus did: Tachery 
and Elizabeth, that walked i# 
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all the commandements of -.- 


God without reproofe. Luk. 
1.6, | 

9 If at any time againſt 
thy purpoſe and reiolution, 
thou bee ouertaken with any 
{anne little or great, lye not in 
It, but' ſpeedily recoure thy 
{clfe by repentance : ies 
| coy 
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thy ſelfe, confeſsing thine of- 
fence, and by prayer intreate 
the Lord to pardon the ſame, 
and that earneſtly , till ſich 
time as thou findeſt thy con- 
ſcience truely pacified, and thy 
care to eſchew the ſame f{inne 
increafed. 

10 Conſider often of the 
right and proper end of thy 
life in this world, wt.ich 1s not 
to ſecke profite, honour, plea- 
ſare, but that in ſerving of 
men, wee might ſerue God in 
our callings. God could, if it 
fo pleaſed him, preſerue man 
without the miniſtry of man, 
but his pleaſure is to fulfill his 
worke and will inthe preſer- 
vation of our bodies, and fal-. 
uation of our foules , by the 
imploiment of men ia lus fer- 
uice, cuery one accordilig to 

his 
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his vocation. Neither is there 
fo much as a bond-ſlaue, but 
hee muſt in and by his faithfull 
feruice ro his Maſter, ſerue 
the Lord. Men therefore doe 
commanly profane their lae 
bours and lines ,. by ayming at 
a wrong end, when all their 
care confiſteth onely in get- 
ting ſufficient maintenance 
for them and theirs, for the 
obtaining of credite, riches, 
.and carnall commodities. For 
_ thus men ſerue themſclues, 
arrd not God, or men : much 
leſſe doe they ſerue God in 
ſeraing of men. 
17 Giue. all diligence to 
make thy eleion fure, and 
to gether manifold tokens 
thereof, For this cauſe ob- 
ferue the workes of Gods 
prouidence, loue, and mercy, 
Es, both 
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both in thee and vpon thee, | 
from time.to time : for the ſe- 
rious confideration' of them, 
and the laying of them toge- 
ther, when they are many and 
Kitcrall, miniſter much dire- 
tion, afſhirance of Gods fa- 
uour and: comfort. This was 
the praiſe of Danid, 1. Sam. 
17.34. Pſal, 25. alb. 

12 Thinke euermore thy 
preſent. eſtite wharſoeuer it 
bee, to beethe beſt eſtate for 
thee : becauſe whatſoener be- 
falles thee, though ir be ſicke- 
nes, or any other atfiiftion, or 
death, befals thee of the good 
prouidence of God: That 
this may the better bee done, 
labourto ſte and acknowledge 
the prouidence of God, as 
well in poucttie as in abun- 


þ Ih dance; as well in diſgrace as in 
f | þ| 


- good 
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good report, as Well in ſicke- 
nefle as in health,as well inlife 
aSindearth, | | 

13 Pray continually ; I 
meane, not by folemne and 


{et prayer, but by ſecret and 


inward elaculations of the 
heart, that is, by a continual 
eleuation of thy minde ynto 
Chriſt., ſitting at the right 
hand of God the Father, and 
that either by-prayer or giuing 
of gankes ſo often as any 
occaſion ſhall be offered. 
14 Thinke often or the 
worlt and moit gricuous 
things that may betall thee, 
either 1n this life or death for 
the name of Chriſt: make a 
reckoning of them, and pre- 
pare thy {lf to beare them: 
that when they come, they 
may not ſeeme range, but de 
SE ns borne 
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borne the more eaſily. 

15 Make conſcience of 
idle, vaine, vahoneft, and 
vngodly thoughts : for theſe 
are the ſcedes and bepginnins 
of atuall ſmne in word and in 
deede. This want of care in 
ordering and compoti''g of 
our thoushts, 1s often py1- 
niſhed wir!) a fearctull temp- 
tation in the very thought, 
called of Dwuines, Tentatze 
bleſphemiarum , a tentation of 
blaſphemies. _ Se 

16 When any good motion 
or affeion riſeth in the heart, 
nite it- not to paſſe away, but. 
teede it by reading,medtating 
praying. 

17 Whatſocuer good thing 
thou goeſt about , whether 
it bee in wordor deede, doe it 
not in conceit of thy {clfe, 
or 


I 
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or in the pride of thy hearr, 
but in humility aſcribing the 
power whereby thou doeſt 
thy worke, and the praiſe 
thereof to God * otherwiſe 


thou ſhalt finde by experi- 


ence God will curſe thy beſt 
doings. 

18 Defſpiſe not ciuill ho. 
neſty : good conſcience and 
good manners mult goe tog«.- 
ther : therefore remember 
to make. conſcience of lying, 
and of cuſtomable ſwearing, 
in common taike : contend 
not either in deede or word 
with any man, bee curteous 
and gentle ito all, good and 


bad: beare with mens wants 
and frailties , as haſtineſle, 
frowardneſle , je Sing . 

y 


curiouſnefle, &c. paſsing b 
them as being not percer- 
ued: 
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good. 
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ned : returnenot euill for euill, 
but rather good forguill : vſe 
meate, drinke, and apparell,in 
that manner and meaſure, that 
they may further- godlineſle ; 
jo may bee as it were ſignes, 
in which thon mayeſt ex- 


Prefle the hidden grace of 


thy heart : Striue not to goc 
beyond any, valeſſe it bee in 


 govud things : goe before thine 


equals in gwing of honour, 
rather then in. taking of it * 
make conſcience of thy word, 
and let it bee as a Lond : pro= 
tefle no more outwardly then 


thou haſt inwardly 1n heart ; 


oppreſle or defraude no man 
m bargaining ? in all compa- 
nies, eitheir doe good, or take 


19 Cleaue not by inor- 


dinate affeRion to(anytcrea- 


ture, 
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ture, but aboneallthingsqui- 
et & reſtthy minde in Chriſt, 
aboue all dipnitie and honour, 
aboue all cunning and policy, 
aboue all glorie and honour, 
| aboue all health and beantic; 
 aboue all wealth and trea- 
| fare,aboue all ioy and delight, 
 aboue all fame and praile, a- 
boue all mitth and confolati- 
on, that a mans heartcan feele 
or deniſe belide Chriſt, 
- With theſe rules of pra= 
iſe, joyne rules of meditati- 
on'; whereby I propound fixe 
vntothee , as Lfindethem ſer 
downe by a learned Diuine 
called /iRorinss Strigelins. 
j 4 
Wee muſt not fall. away 
from Godfor any creature. 
EC Il. | 
Infinite eternity is farre to 


be 
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bee preferred before the ſhort } 


. 
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race of this mortal! life. 
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Wee muſt hold faſt thepro- 
miſe of grace, though wee loſe 
all temporall bleſsings ; and 
they alfo in death muſt needes 


. beleft. 
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. Let the: loue of: God in 
Chriſt, and the lone of the 
Church for Chriſt, bee ftrong 
in thee,and preuaile againſt all 
other affections. | 
: DiEMeET 54; : 
Itisthe principal part of a: 
Chriſtian,tobelecue things ins 
uifible, to hope for things de- 
fcrred, to loyue God:when hee 
ſhewes-him to bee arenemie, 
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and thusto preſtuere vnto the 


end... -: - : 
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V I. 
It isamoſt effeuallremedy 

for any gricte, to quiet our 4” 
ſclues in a confidence of the "I 
preſence and helpe of God: 
and to aske him, and withall 
to waite, either for ſomz caſe- 


ment or deliuerance. " Til 
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All the workes of God are - i 
done 1 incontraric mMeanes- | 
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